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interesting. He was very keen on learning whom I
had met in Moscow and Leningrad and when I
told him he asked me what were the prospects of
business for his company, of whose branches in
China he was the head. I replied that there seemed
to be ample room for business in Russia, whereupon
he turned to me and asked knowingly :
" Yes, but who is the man to oil there ? "
He said it so naturally that for a moment I was
nonplussed and finally replied that my stay had been
too short for me to decide whether or no any par-
ticular official would be able to accept graft, and,
what was more important, whether he would be
able to render useful service in return. I did suggest,
however, that it would hardly be in accord with
professed Communism to do so and hinted that from
what I had seen the secret services of Russia seemed
very efficient.

I had another experience of Russian officialdom
during my first few days in London. On leaving
Moscow I had been issued with tickets for my
journey, ^60 for incidental expenses and a letter
of credit for a further ^100 on the Arcos Agency.
When I went to cash this letter I was the target
of many officious and useless questions. When I
pointed out that the letter of credit was payable on
demand they merely replied that everything was
to be referred to Moscow. After a month of parleying
I eventually threatened to write to Moscow direct,
after which things were much easier for me and the
money was paid almost immediately.